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Cryptography is a way of keeping messages secret even if others see them. When you put a secret 
message into a code, you  it. When you receive a coded message, you have to  it to 
read it. To do that, you need a  — an extra bit of information — to unlock the message.

Lina had to work hard to decipher the meaning of the letters on the torn document. In this 
activity, you can learn the basics of cryptography, or “code writing,” through the use of a 

simple cryptographic device. Then send and decipher messages with your friends. 
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Famous people from 
history invented 
their own ciphers 
to communicate 
important secrets, 
including Julius Caesar 
and Thomas Jefferson. 
The Decoder Badge 
uses the St. Cyr cipher, 
a simple substitution 
cipher named after 
the French military 
academy where it was 
taught in the 1880s. 
Alphabet B with the 
key AZ is the atbash 
cipher, an ancient 
Hebrew code.
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